The Extraordinary Life Of

Robert J Bliss

May 1893 — November 1966

Compiled by Steve Monk 2019 - 2021

Robert J Bliss had an extraordinary life, from birth, fostering, emigration to Canada, World War One, to the
Kent County asylum to his death in 1966 and subsequent burial in Rolvenden Church yard.




The Extraordinary Life of Robert J Bliss

Robert J Bliss was born in Dover Road Folkestone on 1st May 1893 to parents Robert James & Eliza Bliss
(nee Poile born in Rolvenden 1865)

His Mother Eliza Poile was born in Rolvenden in 1865 and living in Alma cottages in the 1871 census & was
a domestic servant in Merrington house Rolvenden in the 1881 census. Then moved to Folkestone but
returned to Rolvenden as she appears to have lived with my Gran (Doris May) & Grandad Brown for a
while.

His Father Robert James Bliss was born in Folkestone in 1862 and fought in the Sudan & Egypt Victorian
wars in the late 1800’s and later went on to own a shoe & boot shop in Folkestone. (Bliss & Carter).
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On 31st March 1901 (Census above) he was living at 15 Darlington Street Folkestone. Aged 8
Infant Bliss on the above 1901 census was Frederick, Doris May was not born until 1906.

| have just discovered (Dec 2020) that they had another son, Clarence Charles Bliss who was born around
November 1894, Christened, and died in September 1895.

By 1906 Robert James and Eliza Bliss had three sons, Robert J, Henry, and Frederick and Two daughters
Lilian and Doris May.

They were unable to keep all the children, this could have been because Robert James Bliss was in the
county asylum and died there in October 1909. Ironic as this is where Robert J Bliss ended up after the First
World War. The three sons were placed with Dr Barnardo’s or Fegan Homes, Robert J was placed with
Fegan Homes.

Robert went into Fegan Homes on 2nd March 1909 at the age of 15 and was initially placed in the Boys
home in Southwark and emigrated to Canada with a party of boys from Fegan’s on the SS Empress of
Ireland which left Liverpool on 9th April 1910.
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The application for Robert J Bliss to be admitted into Fegan Homes
2




This paper must be signed

£

mn ¢

v the undersigned hereby givcm 97%/', consent for
= 1’ 7 ﬂ) /1 - %
the emigration of ( ﬁM&HI‘.{..C«.., AAAAA e

to Canada or the United States, under the direction of the Governor and officers of the above

Institutions, and promise not to interfere with his training in the Homes, or any arrangements

which may be made from this date in his behalf
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N.B.—(z7) Put 7 or We.
(2) Put my or ous.
(3) Write the hoy's name in full.

(4) Signature or mark of person or persons consenting,
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Form of consent for emigration to Canada signed by his Mother & a J.P.
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On 9th April 1910 Robert J Bliss was a passenger on The Empress of Ireland on route to a new life in Canada
aged just 15. He arrived in Saint John in Brunswick Canada on or around 14th April 1910.




Mr Fegan’s Home Southwark London.

On July 31st, 1882, following the expiry of the lease on the boys' home in Deptford run by James Fegan, the
establishment transferred to new premises at 95 Southwark Street, Southwark. Located on a broad
thoroughfare running parallel to the Thames from London Bridge to Blackfriars Bridge on the Surrey side,
Fagan later described the home as 'the most centrally situated of all Rescue Homes in the great city.'

The six-floor building could accommodate 150 boys who did not need seeking out, as had previously often
been the case, but came of their own accord or were brought by the police.

Boys at the home were taught various trades to enable them to earn their own livelihood. At one time,
demand became so great that temporary premises had to be taken in an adjoining street for the
shoemaking workshops.

A printing department was also established in connection with the home. Some of the boys were also
emigrated to Canada where Fegan had a Distributing Home in Toronto.

By 1912, the location of the home was no longer felt to be suitable and a site for new premises was found
at 62-64 Horseferry Road, Westminster.

The new, purpose-designed building was opened the following year and the Southwark Street home was
then closed.

The Southwark Street building is now used as office accommodation.

Tae Boys' HoME, SOUTHWARK.

95 Southwark Street in 1910 95 Southwark Street in modern times.
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Passenger list for the Empress of Ireland sailing from Liverpool to St John in Brunswick Canada 9" April
1910 showing R Bliss as a passenger.




The 1910 Emigration party of Boys, this photo taken just before leaving for Canada. Unfortunately, we
don’t know which one is Robert J Bliss. | think it is the lad second row from the front sixth in from the left.

On 14th April 1910 Robert J Bliss was living at a Fegan Home at 295 George Street Toronto Canada.

As of 2018 this building is still there albeit derelict and in a rundown area due for redevelopment.




Sale of 295 George Street & Purchase of Broadview Avenue

By 1936, with the future of the migration in doubt, and with the cost of
maintenance of the building becoming prohibitive, Fegans Council of
Management took the decision to sell the building. A sale was
completed in March 1938. In the meantime, in September 1937, a new
smaller Home situated in Broadview Avenue and known as Fegans Lodge
had been purchased as a base for the Canadian side of the work.

The last party of boys to emigrate to Canada with Fegans was in 1939
and, with the need for a base in Canada diminishing, the Home at
Broadview was sold in 1947.

Right:

A list of Do’s &
Dont’s given to
the boys as they
embarked on
their placements
in Canada.

Christion care in a changing world

Fegans was founded in 1870 ¢ Registered Charity No. 209930 « Registered Company No. 61874

The Distributing Home, George Street, Toronto

Mr William Gooderham

The background to Mr William Gooderham's arrival in Canada is
recorded in the book, ‘JWC Fegan—A Tribute’ by Rev W Y Fullerton as
follows:

...Mr Wm Gooderham, whose father, discharged from the army at
Norwich, about 1826, with a sum of prize money, decided that the
best thing he could do would be to transport his family of nine
children to Canada. On the voyage a man and his wife, with a family
of 11 children, both died.

The Captain was murmuring about the responsibility of looking after
those 11 children until he got back to an English port. Mr
Gooderham's father went up to him and offered that he and his wife
should adopt them. “What?” shouted the astonished Captain. ‘Adopt
them? Aren’t you the man with the large family?” “Yes,” said old Mr
Gooderham quietly, “we’ve got nine.” “Nine?” roared the Captain, ‘and
you talk about adopting eleven, going to a strange country with only a
little money in your hand! You must be mad!" “No, Captain,” said Mr
Gooderham Snr., “we're not mad. We are doing it in God's name, and
we believe He will help us through.”

So Mr & Mrs Gooderham Snr arrived at Little York (now the City of
Toronto) with twenty children, and when this brave old pioneer died,
he left them two of the wealthiest families in the Dominion.

The gift of the Distributing Home was intended as a thank-offering to
God for the way He had blessed and prospered his family since they
had arrived from the Old Country, and as an acknowledgement of the
grace that had T - 3 1

come into his own W%
life.

Pictured Right:
Christmas 1910 in
the dining room at
George Street.

Fegansg® -

Counselling Children, Supporting Parents

Fegans Distributing Home

George Street, Toronto

SOME FACTS

Overview

In the Spring of 1884,
encouraged by Lord Blantyre,
James Fegan took an
experimental party of 10 boys
to explore whether there were
openings for boys in Canada.

It was on this trip that James
Fegan met William Gooderham,
a Toronto businessman, who
took a great interest in Mr
Fegan'’s plans.

Impressed with what he found
and, with the costs covered by §
a generous supporter, James
Fegan took a further party of
50 boys in the Summer of the
same year. They were put up
by Mr Gooderham in Toronto before setting off for placements in the
North West.

The Home at 295 George Street Toronto was gifted to Fegans in 1886,
and it was used to accommodate a party of 100 boys who went out that
year. By the time it was sold in 1938, some 3,000 boys would have
passed through it on their way to placements on farms in Canada.
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George Street today 4

The building (pictured
right in July 2013) was
‘rediscovered’ in
October 2011 by
Eleanor McGrath, an
independent
documentary filmmaker.
She says: | decided to
walk  downtown via
George Street which is
notorious  for its
Homeless Shelter for
men, Ryerson Student
Ghetto and a neighbourhood which was at one time one of Toronto's
wealthiest...and there | saw around a building that | knew was one of
our oldest in the city, the tell-tale sign of demolition/redevelopment
"hoarding boards". | contacted our Heritage Department and put the
request for preservation - and two days later it was up in smoke! To
say that this story found me is an understatement, it is a story that
needs to be told...’

Names in the Bricks

Carved into the wall adjacent to the
yard at the back of the building are
the names and dates of many of the
boys who passed through the
Distributing Home, the oldest of
which seem to date back to 1895.

Pamphlet about Fegan Homes and 295 George Street




FEGAN'S ROLL OF HONOUR MEDAL

Fegan Homes encouraged the children to pay back the cost of the fare, and the clothes etc supplied to
them when they left England, from their wages in Canada. This money was then sent back to England to
cover the cost of sending more children. Apparently, a plague was kept in the receiving home in Toronto
showing the names of children who had paid back their fare etc and this was called a Roll of Honour.

Images of the Bronze Medal given to the Boys that paid back their fare, their name would have been
engraved on the reverse side. Not found Roberts yet.
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in “MR. FEGAN'S HOMES," g

Stratford, and Ramsgate (Eng.), and Toronto (Ont.).

OLp Beys' RoLL or Honour ||

= ReLL oF HON®OUR.
@LD B@YS who have honourably r-;,md the cost )
sf their emigration (50 Dollars) to help another boy out to Canada
el oos N /007
LS 4

!R‘l‘CSCH[CD. with Medal, in appreciation of above Honourable Conduct /ldL :—&W
]
FOUNDER AN © GOVERNO!

List of 943 Oid Boys

who have voluntarily repaid the £10 [aid out on their Emigration, so as ' to help to
give some other poor fellows a chance in life," with the year of their emigration, and
the year in which they have gained their place on the

Roll of Honour.
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1910 Robert Bliss 1911
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Robert Bliss’s name on the Roll of Honour.




On 22nd March 1911 Robert J Bliss was placed with a Canadian family Mr & Mrs Hill on their farm for one
year for which he was paid 72 Canadian dollars which in today’s money is about £43 for the year.
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Above is a report dated 12th October 1911 on how Robert J Bliss was getting on in his foster home and his
general wellbeing. There is then a gap in the evidence until he signed up in 1914 for the Canadian Army.
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1911 Canadian Census showing Robert J Bliss
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Robert was listed as living as a domestic with Frank & Carrie Hill in Southwold, Elgin West, Ontario Canada.

- S
P
-,

— @ MelOUITI

lo Glarmort > n/‘:"—“; TErTTTT
I g P S0

/4 N Xig1x J 9 d | o |

wix 3 R CHE S LB R

. -
= ,t?/‘\' FRrRID

s = N N

e N e ek e

“b“shed

by H.R.Pa8°®

The Township of Southwold borders Lake Erie. Not sure where the farm was in Southwold though.

There is then a gap in his history until he signed up for the Canadian Army at the beginning of WW1
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2nd November 1914 He signed up for 18th Battalion Canadian Expeditionary Force.

s t ’ Pl
+ " w7 - -~ ATTESTATION PAPER. &3¢0
o, ' Folio. Qa“
L R CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.
. QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION. @ @,{
1. What is your name?, " S

2. In what Town, Towna'h P or .'Pl.ush snd in

what Conntry were you horn?,...
3. What is the name of your nw:HE km? .......... :
4. What is the address of your next-of kin? ...,
B, TWhat is the daie of yoor birth? ... .. ...
6. What is your Trade or Calliog?®... .. ...
7. Are you married?
8 Are yon willing to bo vaccinated or re-

vaceinated? . -
9. Do you now ba]:ung to the Active Militin?..

10. Have you ever served in any Military Foma?
12 80, BTR0 parthoular of fonmer Baevion,
11. Do you undevstand t.lle mli'nm and terms of
your engagement?... S

13, Are you willing to 'I:e stmbad o merve in L]m}
Camapraw Ovee-Beas Exeepitionisy Force?

/ ................. M‘O_(Eugmtt-nm of Man).
M (10 LY ALAAA L Bignature of Witness).

DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

R et SO %ﬁf— ..p Ao sclemnly declare thas the above answers
made by me to the above questions ure tr—irle, and that T am willing to Tulfl the engagements by me now
made, and T hereby engage and agree to serve in the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force, snd
to be attached b0 any arm of the service therein, for the term of oné year, or during the war now existing
between Great Eritain and Germany shoald that war last longer than one year, and for siz months after

the termination of that war provided His Majesty shonld so long reguire my services, or nniil legally

discharged. .
EE mwm’lﬂd ...(Bignature of Becruit)

....(Bigoature of Wimeas)

OATH TO BE TAKEN BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

@ Oath, that T will be faithful and

» Qo mak
bear frue AIIegumc:u to His Ma]est ‘King Georga ‘the Fl&h “His Heirs and Buccessors, and that I will as
. in duty boond honestly and faithfoll i}'.' defond His Majesty, Hls Heira and Successors, in Pemon, Crown and
3 ngmﬂy. ngainst all enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of Hia \Ia;emy, His Heirs and Successors,
and of all the Generals and Officers ged over n??ﬂohﬂp me God

(Signature of Reernit)
:Iirﬂ'?/a ...... L1914, \N.?\ ............................................. (Sig@tum of Witneas)

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE.

The Recruit above-named was cautionsd by me that if he made aoy false answer to sny of the above
questions he would be liable to be punished as provided in ihe Army Aok

The above questions wera then read to the Eecrnit in my presancs,

I have taken care that he nnderstands each question, snd thaé his answer to ench gquestion has been
duly entered as replied to, agd the said BReorult has made and signed the declambion and taken the oath

before me, at...,. (O — )

o (Bignature of Justica) .

1 certify that the above ia a true copy of the Aftestation of nbav‘gmmed Beoruait.

8 s ﬂl"\"'-.car {Appmving Officer)

5= Z/d/uu—*?«/(\ e

)
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Army Medical

Diescription of ?"ﬂ-fﬂ"' #€es  on Enlistment:
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CERTIFICATE OF MEDBCAL EXAMINATION.

T birr erim inl e gl dr-faiiietd Bevrinl gind Binl 0halk be doos sk P-I.--lll. LLE S o P o
al |r_|-"'|'I.i-r W|ln| il Wi ‘1.1 aHEnE i AFEE Slml bl Ay

Moo cirn. mew 0 ihe reguived AeSace wilh #be ira; bis Sk and loage are bealiby ; be bad ik
Tt i ol b fdmin e Dimoly il D el Whindi oty b6 0 @l 0 0a of magy disaripliai.

1 mewsider hie®. . l.':--a:'"'-"'IIIl o iE e Gapddbiin Ored=Seas BEipeidil iy Fades. -
Dais._ ey 3 14, _ ?-ﬂﬂﬁ -'f"::-ﬂf;g-
-I-ij\" I':-
Flies 1'.:-:!:::. i L

" i N E e

PR —ilard 1ied 12 il (e i P et T -:r::—ﬂ LLEUR L L o '\-'l-l-l--::l::-'\-l--'u-l-l-\:-l.l::ﬂ T LT
l‘\ll'\--'ll-'\l-'l_‘l'\-’ L :..|=I.|_r:|u.rn— 5 el e e

Wiad il THlloor.

CERTIFICATE OF OFFICER COMMANDING UNIT.
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On 18th April 1915 Robert sailed to England on the SS Grampian with the Canadian Expeditionary Force.

On 29th April 1915 he arrived in England and travelled to West Sandling Army Camp. Here is an account of
the journey from Canada to West Sandling.

The Battalion left Canadian shores late on 18 April and sailed into a storm. It was two days before many of
the men became accustomed to the pitching motion of the ship.

The ship travelled with its lights blacked out to avoid detection by enemy submarines. After two days, the
weather improved, and the trip was more like a pleasure-cruise.

The Grampian docked at Avonmouth, near the city of Bristol on the morning of 29 April. The men were off
the ship and onto the cars of a Great Western Railway train in less than three hours. They had just
disembarked from the train at Folkestone and were forming up to march to camp when a hospital train full
of wounded Canadians passed through the station on the way to London. These casualties dampened the
spirits of the men a little. They marched the last two kilometres to West Sandling Camp near Folkestone,
Kent on the English Channel and were served dinner by 7:00 PM.
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ionary Force (CEF)

Company 18" Battalion Canadian Exped

Robert J Bliss was placed in “C”

Robert J Bliss is in the third row back second in from the left.
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Photograph of some Canadians at West Sandling Barracks Robert J Bliss is the one at the back in the center
of the doorway.

Robert J Bliss playing cards at the West Sandling Barracks, Robert is the one holding the cards.




Whilst training at West Sandling camp Folkestone he was docked a day’s pay on three separate occasions
7th June 21st June and the 1st August 1915 he was recorded as AWL (Absent without Leave) possibly
visiting his mother nearby.

Training at West Sandling continued until 14th September 1915. On 15th September 1915 he disembarked
in Boulogne, Pays de la Loire in France with CEF to the WW1 Western front.

It appears there was a bit of an incident as they approached Boulogne when they were Rammed by British
destroyer and had to be towed to Boulogne where they arrived at 5 pm. Nine men jumped on the
destroyer at the time of collision and re-joined the Battalion four days later.

Robert J Bliss early war notes

26" September 1915 — Dranoutre in reserve trench C & B companies in first line
3" October 1915 — Remained R E Farm in Trenches

5% October 1915 — C Company relieved by A Company in Trenches

8™ October 1915 — left for Veerstraat and relived Col Saleys? Brigade in the trenches.
14 October - Marched to Ridge Wood in reserve until 20™" October

21%* October — Le Brasserie

11" March 1916 — Dead Dog Farm in reserve (Battalion HQ) (Slipstraat)?

17™ March 1916 — Ridge Wood

28™ March — Divisional Reserve at LA Clytte (Battalion HQ)

4™ April Battalion HQ moved from La Clytte to Camp A

The initial bombardment of German lines at St Elio starts around this time

9t April He is wounded and returns to his Battalion on May 9t

Most of May was as above, rotating between trenches, | Camp, Brigade Reserve, D Camp, Scottish Wood,
Voormezeele and surrounding areas. Their days when not in the trenches were taken up with Bathing,
training.

1°t June Battalion in Brigade Reserve Bedford House, C Company at Bluff Tunnel

5% June C Company in trench 31 The Bluff

6™ to 10™ June Quite a bit of action in the Bluff, heavy bombardment and quite a few injuries & deaths.
11 to 16" June Dickebusch in Brigade Reserve

17 to 23" June Front line trenches the Bluff

24" to 28" June Bedford House in Reserve

29%™ June to 3™ July Front line trenches

3™ July Trenches probably 31 bean in the Bluff where he was wounded for the second time, this ended his
active war service. Eventually he was sent back to England.
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Winter in the Line - Canadian Expeditionary Force

The year drew uneventfully to its close. For all the emphasis on aggressiveness and training, the troops
devoted much of their energies to trench maintenance and to making themselves as comfortable as
possible. They had much to contend with. "The Flanders rain was like no other rain that had ever fallen on
earth", comments one regimental historian.

There was no escape from it. The trenches, which were nothing more than sandbagged breastworks, simply
dissolved. The earth within the sandbags liquefied and oozed out. Everything collapsed. Every indentation of
the ground Filled with water, and, to make things worse, the enemy, being on higher ground, delighted in
draining his trenches across No Man's Land into those occupied by the Canadians.

CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

THE
CANADIAN
CORPS
FRONT

23 DECEMBER 1915

The misery of Salisbury Plain was being repeated, and the troops had no means of shielding themselves
against the cold and the wet. Although men stood for days in thigh deep water, there were not enough
high rubber waders to go round.

Trench shelters caved in, leaving no protection from the teeming skies. Conditions were little better back in
billets, where roofs leaked and it was all but impossible to coax more than a noxious smelling smoke out of
the damp coke and charcoal that came up with the rations.

In the trenches the daily rum ration of half a gill (1/64 of a gallon) helped to ward off the ill effects of wet
clothing and exposure to cold. Its distribution was regulated by Trench Orders, which directed that the rum
should always be kept under the personal charge of the company commander and issued only in the
presence of an officer. Men undergoing punishment for drunkenness would receive no rum for 14 days
after the offence, except for medical reasons.
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It was inevitable that there should be much influenza and other respiratory ailments. In spite of preventive
efforts by the medical authorities, by regimental officers and by the troops themselves, the number of such
cases in the Corps rose from 796 in October to 1198 in November. To reduce the wastage incurred in
evacuating men back to a general hospital, minor cases of sickness requiring not more than seven days'
treatment were retained at the Corps or one of the Divisional Rest Stations. Each of these had a capacity of
about 250 beds and was operated in turn by the field ambulances during periods of inactivity in the front
line. During active operations, the rest station closed and the unit would resume its function as a field
ambulance.

One environmental ailment which was particularly distressing and hard to cure was "trench feet", resulting
from "continued cold wetness ... with added secondary infection from the soil”. This condition, like
frostbite (from which it differed only in degree), was characterized by a swelling of the feet and a
deterioration of the tissues which soon changed to gangrene if not checked.

Preventive measures were the wearing of either rubber boots or well-greased leather boots-in either case,
keeping puttees loose, rubbing feet and legs with whale oil, and frequently changing socks. Failure to
prevent trench feet was considered a breach of discipline for which a whole unit might be punished by
curtailment of leave; nevertheless 157 cases were admitted during the period 2-5 December 1915 by one
hospital alone and before the end of the war nearly 5000 cases had been reported.

Christmas Day passed quietly. The more fortunate units were those in reserve who could eat their
Christmas dinner in billets. There was little activity in the forward trenches. The German artillery was silent
and in at least one instance the infantry of both sides walked about in the open behind their forward
trenches, without a shot being exchanged. But there was none of the large-scale fraternization that had
characterized the unofficial "Christmas Truce" between British and German troops in 1914. The memory of
the gas attack at Ypres still rankled, and front-line battalions were instructed that any attempt by the
enemy "to bring about a temporary cessation of hostilities" must be met by rifle, and if necessary, artillery
fire.
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Around the 8th or 9th April 1916, he was injured — Gunshot or shrapnel wound to right arm at Crater 3
Voormezeele, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
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Official Orders from the War Diary — Instructions for the attack on Craters 2 & 3

S

4.

O

0.

11.

g,

10,

Beference Map ST +_BLOI:

T RIS T TR 5
SRORRET,
alion Order. 9th April, 1916,

‘ The 4th Cda, Inf, Bde, wii: -@onduet an operation against No, 2

orater, to-might at some time, and will estfabliuik a focting on the
Northerr side 07 same,

The 16tk Battalion will dllfyl}’ & party of 2 ofrieers amd 22 0. R,
Whleh wil. ve suo-uividea i X' ana "Y' sections, 'X' party, Lieut,
*tttreese BRA L1 Os Re will progeed up the Western side of No. 3 erater |
supported by ‘YA party, lieut, stesece-. and 11 0, Ry, Whioh will
Kéep & suivable uistamee in rear of 'X' party. The object of X! and
'Y' is to proteet tae Goxsolidation parties 0l Nos. . ana 3 eraters,

fA' Co., 'B! Co., less tmo Platoons, ana 'Qf Co., leus two Platoons
Will support tae Operation amd will be iz a state ol comstant readimess.

OfZieers Commanding all tae 800Ve detailw will arraage ior a
silbabie di.trivution or Streieker vearers.

The «0th,zlst, and 19th Battalioxns are 00-0perating as Xollowa:

(A0 <0ta Ba, TA? squad, 1l O« R, will Domb Up eastern side
of No. < erater, with ocbjeet or ¢overing Goraolidating party,

'B' squad, 11 0, Re will bomb up westerm side
of No, = erater, with objest or Govering Gonsolinating party.

(B) <uth ﬁn. Ho, 2 party, ome 0z.ieer, «o Os R, Whieh Will
proeeeud up westera siae oi No, g eérater, wive objeet oz Jovering
WOTL14g parties iz tae raar,

v SUth BRs Wii. nave a barty ox 51 G0X&0.laating Nortkera
lip ox No. < crater,

«l-% Ba, will boab LOWarde poimte 74 ana 96 &R’y Will
S<laDiiel & Dioek at 74,

(B) 19ta Ba. will aave a bombing party or ome OIiicer amu
11 other ranks to bomb up Baatera siue ox Mo, 3 Graver anu protees
COXS0.LIuRT OR Dari_ec. 0~ %hat erater,

19tk Bn. are oesupy.ag oraters %y 0y ARG b

Taree 3tokes guaw will De ix positimm at 0.2,0.949, axa will, at

4ero time, Dombard Soutnsra 1ip of No. « erfter, amd aj.o German tremch
Rear poiat 96,

One Stokes gum Will tkae om Poixt 74.
wo stokes gums in reserve at ST, RIBI

&  All wacaize guns will co~oparate,

D' So., lEta Bavttalign party, o ¢ ~G2r's BAd oU Olmer ramke wilil :
BICGecdi wliva work ou CORLO_Z_a¥i0R 218 Zusloi.m now O0%cu; eu in Fo. 3
Oraver. . Lewie guns are &1ls0 1R VRle POal Gi0m.

Biguel 3ervice wal. De ButkOiiene. axa maixtained at Precext
LOorvaruy <Sation at 37, m.

$ (Pour) rusxers, uswer Gorporal Dummets, will be atvashed o
LOIWary w.gmal wiation,

The opecavion will Gomucnee ab zexo time.

EI)OZ‘D- o B, H. ‘-

(3D) w, 4, Baxter, Lieut.,
A/Aajutant, lsth Qan Ba
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The drawings on previous page show the progression of the Canadian attack of St Eloi craters starting at the
top with the Germans holding the craters on the night of the 8™ & 9% of April 1916 with the Canadian 21%,
20t 18t & 19" Battalions holding their lines through St Eloi village.

During 9t & 10" April 1916 the Canadians pushed forward to try and take the craters with the 18™
battalion attempting to take No: 3 crater. A more concise account can be found on pages 13-14 in the war
diary and official order instruction.

It was a long drawn and bloody battle, just one account from Canadian Private Donald Fraser, a 34-year-old
bank clerk from Calgary, described the scene: “When day broke, the sights that met our gaze were so
horrible and ghastly that they beggar description. Heads, arms and legs were protruding from the mud at
every yard and who knows how many bodies the earth swallowed. Thirty corpses were at least showing in
the crater and beneath its clayey waters other victims must be lying killed and drowned. A young, tall, slim
English lieutenant lay stretched in death with a pleasant, peaceful look on his boyish face. Some mother’s
son, gone to glory.”

There are many more gruesome accounts of this battle which ended in a lot of dead and wounded and a
stalemate situation where no one gained any ground.

St Eloi No: 3 Crater in 2019

10th April 1916 his Army record states he was admitted to the No: 6 Canadian Field Ambulance (See
Appendix 1) and transferred to Casualty Clearing Station No: 10 and from there Transferred by No: 23 Train
to No: 8 Stationary Hospital where he was admitted for Gunshot Wound to Right Arm.
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No: 10 Casualty Clearing Station near Poperinge.

10th April 1916, he was admitted into No: 8 Stationary Hospital Wimeraux Nord-Pas-de-Calais France
For a gunshot wound to his right arm.

He was transferred to No 5 Convalescence depot on 15th April and then Discharged to base details (Non
soldiering work) in Boulogne passed as class A on 2nd May then proceeded to re-join his unit on 7th May.

His military record shows he Re-joined his unit in the field on 9th May 1916.
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You can see the diary entry for 9th May; the last few words say 1 or (Ordinary Rank) returned from
hospital.

On 3rd July 1916 he was injured around the Bluff International trench 31 Bean & Pollock area, Gunshot or
Shell injury to his back whilst in the Front line in the Battle of Mount Sorrel, Battle of Hill 62.
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War Diary entry for 1st to 3rd July 1916
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German Line
Brutish Line

Map showing the Bluff area including the International Bean & Pollock trench 31 area where Robert J Bliss
received his second injury to his back whilst in the Front line in the Battle of Mount Sorrel, Battle of Hill 62.

Trench 31 would have been in the field beside the woods in the middle of the pictures.
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No: 25 General Hospital (Below)

On the 3rd July 1916 Admitted to No: 5 Canadian Field Ambulance (See Appendix 1) with Gunshot wounds,
Shell Contusions to spine, Stomach troubles and Pyrexia (High Temperature). He was transferred to No: 25
General Hospital Hardelot-Plage, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France (Above).

5th July he was discharged to Canadian Base Depot.

18th August 1916 Classified as Class C wounded & transferred to Canadian Casualty Assembly Centre
(CCAC) in Folkestone. A centre where wounded were assessed for either further treatment or return to
duty.

21st August 1916 he started 8 weeks training in the Folkestone Canadian Convalescent Depot (CCD) -
facility where soldiers could recover from wounds and rebuild their strength.

31st January 1917 struck off strength (SOS) - when a soldier ceases to be a member of a unit because of
transfer, injury, or death.

Transferred to 4th reserves West Sandling. 14th February 1917 with the 4th reserves Hastings Sussex.
11th March 1917 with the 4th reserves Bramshott Hampshire.

25th November 1918 on leave to Buxton Canadian Discharge Depot
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Buxton Canadian Discharge Depot (Empire Hotel, Park Road)

The Empire Hotel was essentially a failed business. There was nothing wrong with the original turn-of-the-
century vision; a majestic palace for 300 wealthy guests to stay in the heart of one of England’s most
beloved spa towns. In 1901, however, no one could foresee the advent of two world wars and the Empire
never got its anticipated amount of clients. It became a depot for Canadian soldiers after the First World
War and was wiped off the face of the map after falling into disrepair in 1964.

During the First World War over 1,000 Canadian
soldiers arrived in the town via ambulance trains at
Buxton railway station. Brighton, where solders had
been treated initially, was considered by the
Canadian War Office to be too much of a target, so
Buxton was chosen instead as ‘the safest place in
England’.

Buxton Hydro (left) served as the main treatment
centre, but many other buildings around town were
also used as Discharge Depots including the Empire
Hotel (now demolished) and the Peak Hydropathic
(now Buxton Museum and Art Gallery).




7th December 1918 He sailed back to Canada on the RMS Olympic

17th December 1918 Granted Furlough & Subs to 18 January 1919 (The employee retains their job during
the salary furlough, which means that the employee retains benefits).

18th January 1919 Discharged from The Canadian Army Medically unfit. His records say “Insane”
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Passenger List of the RMS Olympic December 7" 1918

J

WORD stands for Western Ontario Regimental Depot — The reserve unit he was assigned to.

18 was the Battalion he was the unit he was with originally in France/Belgium.

B:2: Category meant Able to walk 5 miles, see and hear sufficiently for ordinary purposes.

No Suitable Employment in England
Residence — St Thomas Canada

Dependants — His Mother
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29th January 1919 entitled to wear 4 blue chevrons - The Overseas Service Chevron was created by the
British Army on December 1917 and was awarded for each year of overseas service. It was retroactive to
December 31, 1914 and was eligible for award until May 1, 1920 the Canadian Armed Forces used the same
Overseas Service Chevrons in World War One as the British.

12th March 1920 Sailed back to England to find his mother on Empress of France.
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The first voyage as Empress of France began of 26 September 1919. She sailed from Liverpool to Quebec.
Previously named SS Alsatian.
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He next appears on the 1939 Census as an inmate at St Augustine Hospital Where he died in 1966.
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Kent County Asylum Built in 1872-5 to designs by John Giles and Gough, originally for 870 patients.

In 1887 a sanatorium was added with 20 beds. Five villas were added to the south of the main complex,

first two 1896, 100 beds each.

In 1938 new admissions hospital and convalescent villas were added and in 1930s a new nurses’ home.

1

Canterbury &Thanet Health District

St Au g u Sti n els H O S p ita I Chartham Down, Nr Canterbury, Kent
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We know Robert spent some time in ElIm ward (Bottom Left of the plan above) this was on the address
label on his War medals sent to him in Gran Browns handwriting.
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Robert J Bliss WW1 Medals
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Robert J Bliss — Chartham Asylum

Information received from the Kent Archives in Maidstone who hold the records for St Augustine’s Asylum
Chartham on file of Robert J Bliss (Jnr)

MH/T3/Mk1: Medical Register (1907-1923)

Date of admission: 3 August 1920
No. in civil register: 9760
Name: Robert J. Bliss
Civil state: Single
Occupation: Bootmaker, ex-soldier
Occupation schedule symbols: T a 5*
Age:
On present admission: 26
At onset of present attack: 26
Attack: First attack
Duration of present attack: 3 months
Aetiological factors:
Principal: Insane heredity [Al]
Contributory: War stress [F2 — prolonged mental stress]
Bodily state on admission:
General health: Poor
Name of bodily disease: Tachycardia
Form of mental disorder: Confusional insanity [ll ii 5]

Deemed suicidal by Medical Officer: No

Notes sent from researcher Dr Helen Wicker Senior researcher there.

The Chartham Asylum Registers of Patients record that Robert James Bliss junior was admitted to the
Asylum on 3 August 1920 as a Service Patient. The subsequent Registers of Patients do not record that he
was ever temporarily discharged from the Hospital, although he was reclassified as a voluntary (rather than
certified) patient on 19 July 1957.

| searched the Case Notes volume covering patients admitted between 1914-1923 [MH/T3/Mc55] but
could not find Robert listed. This is not unusual, however. After 1914, the Hospital arranged its patient case
notes by date of admission, discharge or death in separate volumes.

However, the notes for long-term patients were frequently extracted and compiled in (presumably)
separate case files. Although patient case files from the Hospital are available for the period 1925-1948,
they only relate to patients who were discharged or died within this period, so unfortunately there are no
surviving detailed notes for Robert junior.

11 have been unable to find a key for these occupation classifications.
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Robert J Bliss died in November 1966 aged 73 and was buried in St Mary’s Church yard in Rolvenden on
24th November 1966. His grave is marked in this picture as N14.

His funeral was attended by just four people, Gran & Grandad Brown and My Mum & Dad.

Robert J Bliss’s Grave, Rolvenden Church Yard (Circled)

We think he spent more time, around 40 years in St Augustine’s Hospital than he did anywhere else, | have
been told that Gran Brown (His Sister) did try and have him out for a while, but the story goes that he
couldn’t cope in the outside world.

Having been institutionalised for so long and suffering from shell shock and extreme nervousness it seems
that sadly St Augustine’s was the best place for him. | can only hope that he was happy there after all his
whole life was one of sadness, misfortune and upsetting.

| remember as a child sitting outside of the asylum in Chartham in Grandads car with a bag of sweets and
some pop while my Gran went in to see her brother, for obvious reasons a young lad was not allowed in
the building. Below is a recently placed marker | made for his grave.
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Appendix 1

A Typical Field Ambulance in WW1

Background Information

Organized in November 1914 under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel R. P,
Campbell,

Authorization published in General Order 36 of 15 March 1915.
Mobilized at Montreal.

Recruited in Military District No. 4.

Left Halifax 18 April 1915 aboard NORTHLAND.

Arrived in England 29 April 1915,

Strength: 11 officers, 259 other ranks.

Arrived in France 16 September 1915,

2nd Canadian Division.

Demobilized at Montreal in May 1919,

Disbanded by General Order 211 of 15 November 1920.

Specific details of No: 6 Canadian Field Ambulance.

Background Information

Organized in November 1914 under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel G. D. Farmer.
Authorization published in General Order 36 of 15 March 1915.

Mobilized at Toronto and Hamilton.

Recruited in Military District No. 2.

Left Halifax 18 April 1915 aboard NORTHLAND.

Arrived in England 29 April 1915,

Strength: 11 officers, 248 other ranks.

Arrived in France 16 September 1915.

2nd Canadian Division, 4th Canadian Infantry Brigade until 16 August 1915: 5th
Canadian Infantry Brigade thereafter.

Demobilized at Toronto in May 1919,
Disbanded by General Order 211 of 15 November 1920.

Specific details of No: 5 Canadian Field Ambulance.
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A shortened snapshot transcribed from Robert J Bliss’ Military Service Record.

His full service record is available vie the Canadian Army website for free.

Search: Personnel Records of the First World War - Library and Archives Canada (bac-lac.gc.ca)

Date

Nov 2, 1914

Nov 11, 1914

Nov 22, 1914

Dec 18, 1914

Apr 1, 1915

Apr 29, 1915

Jun7,1915

Jun 21, 1915

Sep 1, 1915

Sep 14, 1915

Apr 9, 1916

Event

Enlisted

Inoculated

Inoculated

Vaccinated

Assigned Pay

Arrive England

Absent Without
Leave

Absent Without
Leave

Absent Without
Leave

Embarks
Overseas

Wounded

Remarks

Enlisted at St. Thomas. He was a labourer and listed his
mother Eliza, residing at Folkestone, England, as his next of
kin. Standing 5’9” tall, with a chest of 34” with a 3”
expansion, this 22-year-old man had no prior military
experience.

Typhoid inoculations.

Typhoid inoculations.

On this date Pte. Bliss, of “C” Company, assigns $15.00 per
month to his mother. She is shown to reside at 4
Wellington Mews, Folkestone, Kent, England.

The Battalion arrives at Avonmouth, England and proceeds
by train to West Sandling.

Forfeits 1-day’s pay for being AWL.

Forfeits 1-day’s pay for being AWL.

Forfeits 1-day’s pay for being AWL.

Embarks with the 18t Battalion for service in Belgium.
Arriving at Boulogne, France, the Battalion moves to the
front.

The War Diary relates on this day 1 other rank killed in
action and 25 other ranks wounded. Private Bliss was most
likely wounded on this day.
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https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records/Pages/search.aspx

Apr 10, 1916

Apr 15, 1916

May 2, 1916

May 2 to 7
1916

May 9, 1916

Jul 3, 1916

Jul'5, 1916

Aug 18, 1916

Aug 20, 1916

Aug 21, 1916

Jan 31, 1917

Feb 14, 1917

Mar 6, 1917

May 4, 1917

Wounded

Transferred

Discharged to
Base

Base Hospital

Arrives with Unit

Wounded/Ill

Transferred

Transferred

Arrives CCAC

Medical Board

Taken on
Strength

Medical Board

On Transfer

On Command

With his wounding Private Bliss proceeded first to No. 6
Canadian Field Ambulance. Then to No. 10 Casualty
Clearing Station. From there he embarks on No. 23
Hospital Train. Received at No. 8 Stationary Hospital,
Wimereux. GSW to right arm.

Transferred to No. 5 Convalescent Depot.

Discharged to Canadian Base Depot.

GSW right arm. Returns to unit.

After a short convalesce Private Bliss returns to the
18th Battalion.

Contused back due to shell and pyrexia. Admitted to No. 5
CFA. Then transferred to No. 25 General Hospital. Another
card shows this wound as a GSW to spine.

Transferred to Canadian Base Depot.

Designated Class “C” and sent to CCAC.

Arrives Canadian Casualty Assembly Center at Folkestone.

Indicates that he has been nervous and shaky for 3-months
and there is no organic cause.

Taken on strength from CCD to 4t Reserve Battalion, West
Sandling.

Proceedings of a Medical board on this date indicate
“Slight Tachycardia. Recruit exhibits signs of extreme
nervousness.” The Board recommends a status of B2.

On transfer from CCAC to 4t" Reserve Battalion, Bramshott.
On command.

Detached 4™ Reserve Battalion to Western Ontario
Regimental Depot (WORD). On command with WORD at
Mytchett Camp near Aldershot.
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Nov 19, 1918

Nov 25, 1918

Dec 7 1918

Dec 12,1918

Jan 6, 1919

Jan 18, 1919

Jan 18, 1919

Jan 27,1919

Attached

Attached

Detached

Granted
Furlough

Dental Exam

Account Opened

Discharged

Granted
Permission

Attached Depot Company, Witley Camp, Surrey England.

Canadian Discharge Depot Buxton Derbyshire for return to
Canada

Detached from CDD Buxton and sailed for Canada.

Granted furlough and subsistence pay until January 8,
1919.

Dentist Captain J.D. Campbell notes that tooth no. 18 was
extracted.

Post Discharge Pay Office records an account open and
Private Bliss’ address is 93 Centre Street, St. Thomas,
Ontario.

According to this Discharge Certificate, Private Bliss was
released from his service at London, Ontario (Military
District 1) as medically unfit due to a GSW to his right arm.
His last pay certificate shows his mother living at Church
Terrace, Rolvenden, Cranbrook, Kent, England.

Granted permission to wear 4 blue chevrons showing four
years of service.

Witley Camp, Surrey England 1917-18
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